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Centennial Exposition, held 1937 on Council Bluffs, Iowa, 

Park Board property called Dodge Park Fairgrounds, immediately 
across Missouri River from Omaha, Nebr., was financial failure 
and creditors to amount of approximately $12,000,00 were . 
largely Council Bluffs business men. Centennial Exposition 
Creditors Obtained five-year lease on part of Dodge Park 
Fairgrounds from Council Bluffs, Iowa, Park Board in 5/4l 
and assigned lease to LANSKY and associates, dba Dodge Park 
Kennel Club in 5/4l. Terms were $1000.00 per week for minimum 
of five weeks each season. Arrangements made so Creditors of 
Centennial Exposition were paid off from rental paid to Park 
Board. LANSKY and WILLIAM SYMS (said to be deceased) built track 
and facilities on this property spring of 1941, cost estimated 
^::)0,0QQ.00 to $100,000.00, and operated dog -race ^ track summers •f 
1941, 1942, and 1943; did not reopen thereafter. Iowa had anti- 
gambling law and there had been no dog-race track in Council 
Bluffs before that time. Council Bluffs attorney, who was 
Ccwnty-^|f1;l|rney in 1941, states he questioned whether track would 
vi;til3&l%;^i;||'tate law and checked with Attorney General of Iowa, 
T#6'^^|^ was all right; states if any payoff, would have be^n 
^t ^tat^e^ level; ^aid Attorney General, above, deceased. Cf^ 
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SYNOPSIS CONT: 


Persons intervfeweS say LANSKY and. 

associates maintained excellent public relations, were lavish 
spenders, hired all local people except key employees, and 
ran a "clean fctack." LANSKY resided Council Bluffs while 
operating track. No record for LANSKY at PDs and SOs, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, and Omaha, Nebraska. IN VIEW OF SUBJECT'S 
BACKGROUIn^D and FORMER ARREST FOR HOMICIDE, HE SHOULD BE • ' 
CONSIDERED DANGEROUS . ■ .. ■ . : • • 'j- - 



DETAILS: ' ' . 

The following inf ormat l d' F^^Wge rning MEYER LANSKY and the 
Dodge Park Kennel Club, .ja dog -racing track operated in 
Council Bluffs, lov/a, during the summers of 1941, 19^2, and 
1943, was obtaine^frowj-th^norgue of the Omaha World Herald 
newspaper by SAfllHHHIlMHHVon March 10, .1936, and l. H 
April 7.-.1958: ^^^^^^^^.v, } ' 

July 23, 1941, Issue: 

Dog races started July 11, 1941. "An ^'option' system 
has been operated at the track. Spectators at the 
races vmder this plan can purchase an * interest* in • 
a dog. If the dog wins, the spectator turns his 
interest back at a profit since the dog^s value has 
increased. If the dog loses, the spectator's ^.nterest* 
is forfeited because the dog is worthless." 

The article mentions that the race track lease. is 
producing money to pay off. debts of the ill-rfated' 
Centennial Exposition of the late 1930's. : / 

,>. August- 4, \i94i v.; 

A man by jptiec'naw^'-of JOE W. TRUE, Avoca, Iowa, filed 
a suit toS'^iait: the dog races. 

i •■ V ^ .■• 
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August 3 J 19^1: 

EDWimD WHITE, Carroll, Ibw^, Attorney for JC® TR^ 
asked for. Grand Jury investigation, stating "Everybody , 
knows the option is Jiist a subterfuge." WHITE called . , 
it a "flagrant violation of , the law," and said law 
enforcement officers in the. county "did not have the 
courage tO: enforce :;the 'law/'." ; ' ■ 

September 24, 1941: ■ , "' ■'[.. /■■"/■■■,:',''','"". 

A spokesman for the Centennial Exposition Creditors 
said $12,000.00 was owed to the Creditors and they 
received $8,000.00 during the first racing season in 
1941. The article said the City Park Board leased, 
the buildings and grounds to the Centennial Exposition :. 
Creditors Association, which in turn assigned the lease •' 
to the Kennel Club, The Park Board assigned a. $12,000.00 
interest in the lease. to the Creditors Association, • 

October. 14, 1941: . . V: ' .:.v..^ 

The track opened July 11, 194l, and ran fifty-six nights. 
The track was located at the old Centennial Grounds in 
Dodge Park, Council Bluffs, Iowa, and the operators . 
paid $1,000.00 per week rental, of which $8,000.00 
was .paid to Creditors (62 Council Bluffs and Omaha- • 
business firms and individuals) who held unpaid bills . 
for the financially' unsuccessful Centennial Exposition ., 
in 1937. The track has a five-year lease with a five-' 
year renewal option. 

October 28, 194l: 

MEYER LANSKY and WILLIAM SYMS built a permanent track 
estimated to cost $50,000.00. The suit by JOE TRUE, 
Avoca, Iowa, was dropped and TRUE was quoted as saying, 
"I am not convinced the enterprise (dog racing) is a 
gambling institution nor a racket.". , - 
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October 29, 19^1: 

' JOE TRUE dropped the 'suit whidfi^h^ a restrahing 
■ order against the races V-^:. -T^ defendants In th^ suit ^ 
were the operators - of the track (LANSKY ahd ^'XMS)^ y .. 
, : the City bf i Couhcil Bluffs and the Park' CodotiIs s ion.-' ; 
-. .TRUE's former at'torney said TRUE could not. dismiiss^- V 
the suit and that they would sekk to prove 'the ""option 
system was a "gambling nuisance." .,,.. 

November 8, 1941: 

JOE TRUE dropped out as plaintiff in the suit to stop 
the dog races, but a district judge directed County 
Attorney ROY SMITH to prosecute the action to judgment. 
SMITH said he was ready to bring the . case to the Grand 
Jury, ■" ' ■ 

January 17, 19^2: ' ,. ' 

County Attorney ROY SMITH said he would seek a court 
"order at the March term of District Court on the request 
for an injunction filed by JOE W. TRUE. SMITH said, 
"It will be up to the court to decide whether or not the 
operations at the track constitute a parimutuel betting 
(prohibited by state law) or are option transactions." 

. March 12/. 1942: '' '\ \\. ■ V ' 

The Grand Jury failed to take action in January, 1942. 
County Attorney SMITH said he would wait until June, 
1942, District Court Term to ask a court order on the 
injunction to halt, the races. 

December 31, 1942: 

County Attorney ROY SMITH filed a motion for dismissal 
of the action regarding the dog -race track, saying the 
. Grand Jury had looked into it. The article states : 
the Grand Jury failed to hand in. any finding, 
SMITH was to leave office January 1, 1943. ,' • , 
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April ,6,. ^1944: 

An article stated the Centennial Exposition Creditors ; 
had received all of their money.- • ; : ■ ---o;' ; v-- 

April 20, •■l?46?v^,--:;S-;f;v», Iv:^,;.' "- ^^^Jli-."^^^^^^ 

Dodge Park Kennel Club operated in 1941, 1942 and ; 
1943, and was closed in 1944 and 1945. " 

June 27, 1946 : V-- ' ' . . o '- ;''" 

State authorities warned operation of dog races at ■ 
Council Bluffs would not be permitted and that any- 
such opei^ation would result In prosecution under the ■ 
State Anti-Gambling Statute. The article noted the 
track had operated three, seasons . under the theory .that - 
options were not gambling. WILLIAM SYMS, Go-operator 
of the track, said in view of this, he would discontinue 
operating the track and leave. - 

April 9, 1948: 

■Plans were made to revive dog racing in Council Bluffs. 
;'WiLLIAM SYMS and MEYER LANSKY, former co-owners of the 
Dodge Park Kennel Club, had been contacted regarding 
plans for a new dog track south of . the 'limits of Council , 
Bluffs. This was admitted by an officer of the Grenville 
M. Dodge Post #737 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. :* 
The article said the track would face two obstacles: 
1, The State Anti-Gambling ruling which closed the ,. 
track in June, 1946, The track had operated three 
seasons by selling options ©n the Greyhounds. The owners 
contended selling and redeeming the option slips was not 
gambling. The question was brought to a District Court 
suit, but the case was never tried, ,. ,2, The County^s 
own current gambling crackdown. The 'Article said the 
VPW was scheduled to receive the gate receipts of the 
track before the crackdown in 1946. The Kenne! Club ; 
was also to have paid the city, a weekly rental of 
$1,200.00. , r.:-: 


0 
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The morgue of the Coun cil Bluffs Nonpareil newspaper was 
examined by SA ^^ffl^il^O, 1933^ and the following 

icernEig 


information concern 
Club was obtained: 


on 

g,,ME 



SKY and the Dodge Park.Kennel 


ad photographs of the . 

els at the Dodge Park Track* 

g Judge and FRANK HARTWELL 


The "July 6^ 1941, is| 
grandstand, track an 
PAUL HARTWELL was pr 
was the scale clerk. 

May 29, 1943: • 


The third season of Greyhoiind racing was to begin;. 
WILLIAM SYMS was listed as general manager. 



_ someone told him 

a gra^RSig^and type building was being built . on City Park land 
just ndrth of the approach to the bridge across the Missouri 
River from Council Bluffs, Iowa, to Omaha, Nebraska, He said 
he had not noticed it and did not know what it was for. 
Shortly 'thereafter. Chief of Police PAT BANGS, now deceased, 
called him in and told him a grandstand and other facilities 
were being erected on city property as d escribed ab ove, and 
that dog races would be run there. 



^MEYER LANSKY and WILLIAM SYMS, both 
roTlywood, Florida, where they were running a dog track, 
were to be the builders and operators of the track in 
Council Bluffs. 

The track was built by LANSKY and SYMS and was operated by 
them for- three seasons, the simmer seasons of 1941, 1942 and 
1943. - ...^ 


- 6 - 


OM 92-112 




tJi^'^SEt'es did not operate after 194,3, but that 
Ln the spra*g^'|||||t§46, LANSKY and SYMS began to paint and 
repair the a|^^"for reopening. Seme oi)position arose, 
^Dart^ularly^' the ipress, and the dog track did not reopen 
J^HBFsaid he heard that SYMS died a couple ; of years ago in 




Counc 


LANS}^ and SYMS lived at the Chieftain Hotel in 
luffaliiniie operating the track.' ■ ■ ^ ' " 
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■■.-.-■-i.1*lEii»i^*tC 


rJ' If-.' 



.1^ 


I 


He recalled the City' Council and Park Board had some discussions 
and disagreements because the Council wanted . some of . the ; ■ ;. .'^ 
money being paid by the Kennel Club. He believed the track 
did not reopen after running foi^ly^^rear^because.' of 
a "change of administration.'* JflH||Hp|H[|||||^^ 
track was well run and there . wa^^^trouble in' connection 
with it. He believed LANSKX and SYMS both lived at the 
Chieftain Hotel in Council Bluffs, (it is noted the Chief tairi 
Hotel has no records for that period.) - ' ■•■ ■■■■■■ 



'urnished the following information on March 17, 1958: 


at , a Park Si 
approved. 


proposition concerning the operation 
on Park Board property was brought up ■ - 
,and__Clty Council .meeting about 19^1 and was . 



_______ ^-^P^^ track was 

well operated and that no trouoie . was ' experienced whatsoever . 
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He said, they had come to iCpuncll ^Bluffs to work at the .track / -^^ 
from Hollywood, Florida, / where, lie .\mderstdod they had worked , 
at dog-race tracks. ..He believed they had returned ^^^^^^t^ 


Florida, whep the track iiXj Co\incil Bluffs ceased operations 



track on the same property and part of the money received 

was to go to the Creditors of the CpnjjgQjj^^ Kypnni ■hin n . who 
were leading Council Bluffs c: 



- 9 - 


OM 92-112 



why he would start his 

..^flon in a "cow tovm" like Council Bluffs. LANSKY ; 
replied that it. was not to niake money in Council Bluffs, hut 
rather to provide a track for his bookies on the east coast 
to take bets on^W;j^j^ps^%;^^i^^3^^ed his Florida track was 
closed during imffB^i^fe^ll?^^ having a Council Bluffs track, 
it would be inf^i^iiyp^plpi^; year round. 

I recalled the track paid $1,000.00 a' week to the City 
-^ana "the first $12,000.00 was to go to the Creditors of .• 
the Centennial Exposition. 

'recalled LANSKY and SYMS stayed f^ tl i e Chief tain Hotel 
Ln sJouncil Bluffs with a couple of "breads" from New York 
trtt il they moved to the home of a Dr. STERNHILL in Council 
'H^rtrffs. He said LANSKY and SYMS spenipreagey lavishly and 
tried to get along with everyone, obi^p^y to keep anybody 
xi-viu complaining. 





recalled 

LANSKY and SYMS were free spenders and they had two women 
with them. They moved from the Chieftain to the home of 
Dr. ISAAC STERNHILL, who was in the service for a time. 

~>mp 1 nnat-.^A at 729 Forest Drive, Council Bluffs. 

xeard about the. vacant home and referred 
lasnco tne S'jasHWrilLLs , LANSKY and SYMS, the two women, . 
SYMS' fourteen-year-old son and a colored maid lived a,t the 
orroo^TtiTLL home. . They paid $200.00 a month j||nj^n^^ve 
STERNHILL ah extra $100.00 when they lef t. J|HH|PPelieved 
they stayed in. this house for one summer while operating the , 
dog track. ' " ; •*: •• 
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Council Bluffs, Iowa, on 

Ipril 7* 1958* made available the off icial min the;_,,^, ., 

Board cf Park. Commissioners , Council . Bluffs, .Towa, "^e, 
minutes for May 17* 19.41, showed members of the Park. Board 
as FRANK PETERSON, President; HENRY MEYER, Vice ' President;-^ ^ : 
and WALTER GUGLER,- Secretary. C The minutes shovred a' lease ' . 
/agreement with the Centennial Exposition Creditors of ,/;..; 
Council Bluffs for part of the Dodge Park Fairgrounds for 
five years, starting J\me 1, 1941, weekly rental of $1,000.00 
for a minimum period of five weeks between June 1 and October 
31 of each year, for purposes of staging public exhibitions, . 
shows and contests. . 

The Ifiinutes for May 29, 19^1, showed the lease above was 
assigned from the Centennial. Exposition Creditoi»s. of Council 
Bluffs to the Dodge Park Kennel Clubi -^^ 'w-; 


b1< 




frecalled MEYER LANSKY and said 
worked at the track part of the time. He said LANSKY 

and SYMS were very good tippers and he thought they lived 
at the. Chieftain Hotel in Council Bluffs most of the time 
and. possibly at the Blackstone Hotel in Omaha, Nebraska. 




. _ Creditors 

ie Centennial Exposition and they were to get |12,000 .00 
from the operators of the Dodge Park Kennel .Club." -He said ' 
they Received this amnurdi dTiring- tv;g three, years that the dog 



The Register also showed Attorney uenerai FRED D. 
EVERETT ha3~3i€d on June 17, 19^0, and that 'JOHN M, RANKIN had 
been appointed Attorney -General in his place. RANKIN was - 
then elected a^^^n^r General in November, 1940, f or .a \. 
two-year terml^^^^HBsaid URNKIN is deceased. " 
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A man n 
aske 
Club an< 



trade name Do 


ormation on April 7* 


ILLIAM LONG came .HHB^ early 1941 and • 
__ draw up a lease between the Dodge Park Kennel 
e City of Council Bluffs, and also to fi le i;h e 



rought a man by the name of HUGH P^NERTY, deceased, who 
was act^^^i politics in Iowa at that time, had referred 
LONG MIIHHf( It is noted FINERTY had previously been Mayor 
of Counc^JTBluffsj also, GEORGE: SPARKS, who was Mayor in 19^1, 

is deceased.) ■ ■i'--:r-'v '-'i-'^--. 



man for 


and SYMS and left town after the 

dog track had very good public relations 
They hired many local people, bought I 

cars and in gisneral ran a "clean track 

JOHN RANKIN was Attorney General in 194l. 


rted. 



is r6i? Their 

}ta,ted 

He had previously 


l^w.. 21^ 'wTict Judge in Keokuk, Iowa, and is ijow deceased. 
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Records of . the Pottaw, 
Iowa/ examined by SA 



c order J Council Bluffs 
bn April 7,-1958, 


showed the trade name Dodge Park Kennel Club was registered 
on May 19 >' 19^1. The . owners were, WILLIAM SYMS, MEYER LANSKY 
and WILLIAM LONG, Agent, address 42nd Street and Broadway 
(Dodge Park Fairgrounds)/ LONG»s address was the. Chieftain 
Hotel, Council Bluffs, Iowa; LANSKY* s was New York Cityj and 
WILLIAM SYMS* was 980 Park Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
The signature of LONG appeared on the record and DE VERE 
WATSON was the Notary. It was filed May 20, 1941, 

The same records showed the trade name was .registered on 
J\ine l6, 1941, to delete the name WILLIAM LONG and to show 
MEYER LANSKY, 950 Sherman Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey, 
and WILLIAM J. SYMS as the operators, -it was signed by 
LANSKY and SYMS and notarized by DE VERE WATSON. 

As indicated in the interviews above, LANSKY and SYMS lived 
at the Chieftain Hotel, Council Bluffs, Iowa, and in a 
private home which they had rented there . 



advised 
the early 19^ 


's and was not at the hotel then. 


The following individuals were conta cted for 
concerning the possible residency 
in early 1940 with negative result 



All of these persons worked ^^^^ 
early 1940 » s. ; They; were contacted on March 10, 19f 


the 


D 
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on ;y, 

there' was np criminal Record 

in the files of his office fpr;>the subject tinder his ..naiie' ;^ 

or aliases.- - ■ • ' '~) .\- ■v/;..'^ • .-V = 1" 

Associated Retail Credit Bureau 
on March 20, 1958, advised SA 
in the files of her office for the su 

On April 8^ 1958, 

Police D epartment J anST^ _ 

DouKla^tounty ■Sheriff ' s Off ic 
visea SAMt/^^rthey had no record regarding LANSKY or 

WILLIAM sYf!sr^rr-,..:.:>;.^:_% . ... ' .Jr-.-^^-^. •"^•■■-.i -..^'J---:-- 
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ADIIINISTRATIVE DATA ; ' ' - " f , ' 

Three copies of , this report .are being *i\irnished the Bureau . 
•and f our y<5opies to New York as-was done in rereporti- 

One copy is being furnished Miami for information j it being 
noted LANSKY and associates apparently came to C ouncj 
B^iff^^^W4^froni; Holljrwood, Florida/ and that/"""^ 
f////t////t)tKI^ ^^'^^ employees , of LAHSKY at~l;he~ ao| 

^raci^^^Jouncil. Bluff si, probably returned to Hollywood, " 
Florida. . . \ '-^ ^V::-^^--^';-^^^^ ■ 

Unless requested by the office of origin, no further • 
investigation is being conducted' at Council , Bluffs, Iowa,,, 
and none v/ill be conducted at Pes Moines, Iowa, ■ ' ■ 




REFERENCE: 


Nev^ York report of SA 



dated 2/27/58 
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Letter to the Director 


X7 



Tlie Hav£xaa daily newspapers of February 22, lObC, 
published the fact that the Cubaa Goveriuieat by order cf Presideut 
Fulgeucic Batista had officially prohibited the return to Cuba 
of MSY^R L/»NG:CY effective February 21, 125fe. Inquiry by these 
newspapers cf Cubaa Minister of the Interior, Santiago Rey, 
resulted in ccnfiruatioa of this order. 



•as well as infcriiation ccacerning 

PL&iJSKY, sufficient copies have been prepared for 

those three files as follows: Bureau - S copies, Hew Ycr:^ - 4 
copies, Hiaiji - copies, ia addition, copies of this letter 
have been placed in tne saue files in the Havana office. 
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MSm LANSKY, was., Meyer 


■gj^^ synopsis: 


Typed By: 
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Records of USDC, EDNY, reflect subject 
filed declaration of intention to become 
citizen on 8/9/21, naturalized on 9/27/28. 
Subject's denaturalization case still 
waiting for US Supreme Court decision. 
School records reflected subject attained 
8th grade. Unable to verif|r subject's 
marriage to present wife in NY, or locate 
her previous employment he 
hap_Q£ii£d_in Ploiliia^JH 

^^mmmmm-^^^ 5ubject 

rence in Hollywood, Florida, 
and Havana, Cuba. Subject arrived Florida 
from Cuba 2/10/58, arrived NY from Florida 
2/11/58, arrested by NYCPD for vagrancy 
2/12/58, dismissed 2/27/58, disposition 
sheet submitted, and left NY 3/1/58. 
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Synopsis Coat'd 



ject still Interested In gambling In Cuba^^^ 
recently barred from there by Cuban Govern- 
ment, but reported ready to return there, 
IN VIEVJ OF SUBJECT" S BACKGROUND AND FORMER 
AR REST iO^OMICIDE HE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

Mngehous. 


- P - 

DETAILS: The tiiXe is marked Changed to add the name of 

Sffi^.i^!SU£aQWLANSKY»-as reflected in records of the 
United States District Court, Eastern District of New York. 
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A. PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 


1, Birth and Citizenship 

The records of the United States District 
Eastern D istrict of New York, were reviewed by SA 

on February 28, 1958, and reflected the following 

I'ormation: 



foHowBg " 1 W 


Docket or Petition tl^hlYk reflects Certificate of 
Arrival 7^209559 and indicates that MEYER SUCHOWLANSKY arrived 
on the KURSK .^nrew York, New York, on April 4, 1911. His 
Declaration of Intention #100973 was filed on August 9, 1921, 
and reflects that ME^R LANSKY, age 19, occupation machinist, 
bom July 4, 1902 at Grodna, Russia, was then residing at 6 
Columbia Street, New York City. 

Subject's Petition for Naturalization was filed on 
April 14, 1927, while subject resided at 125 South 3rd Street, 
Brooklyn, New York. His witnesses were JACOB KLEIN, Post 
Office clerk, of IO63 Eastem Parl<way, Brooklyn, and IRVING 
SANDLER, occupation printer, cf 359 South 2nd Street, Brooklyn, 
Tlztlz indicated they had known the subject since January 1, 
1922, and knew him to be married. 

Subject took his oath of allegiance on September 27, 
1928, Certificate of Naturalization #2517814, issued on 
September 27, 1928. 

The record at the court failed to indicate any change 
of name on the subject's part during his naturalization pro- 
ceedings . 



in Charge of thd Court 


Records, advisea znaz was common practice during the 1920' s 
for petitioners to simply change their names when they fll6d 
their petition for naturalization. It was not required of 
them to go to court to change their name, and this in no way 
would effect the subject's citizenship status. 


NY 92-660 


On February 26, 1958, Assistant United States 
Attorney MORTON S« ROBSON, Southern District of New York, 
advised that there was no change in LANSKY'S denaturalization 
case, and that the government is still waiting for the United 
States Supreme Court decision in another case. 

It is noted that the school records for the subject, 
set forth in detail later in this report, reflect his birth 
date as August 28, 1902. 

The New York "Journal American" fth Sports Edition, 
issue of February 21, 1958^ on page 1, carried an article 
captioned "GAMBLER PACES OUSTER TO POLAND." The article 
reflected that the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(ins) was preparing deportation proceedings against the subject. 
It also stated that the Immigration officers had compiled a 
file on LANSKY'S background^ gambling activities, and associa- 
tion with leading racketeers, 

2. Education 

On March I8, 1958, the records of PS l55 at 76 
Lott Avenue, Brooklyn, of former students, v;ere checked and 
reflected that a MEYER LANSKY, bom on August 28, 1902, 
whose father was MAX, entered PS I65 on March 1, 1912, and 
attended xintil June 30, 191^, when he was transferred to PS 

Manhattan. The record reflects that his grades were all 
A's, with the exception of 2 B's. His residences were 
reflected as ^^6 Grand Street (appeared to be address in 
1914), 894 Rockaway, and 33 Chester Street (appeared to be 
address prior to 1912). 

The record reflected his prior attendance at PS 84 
in Brooklyn from April 28, I911 to January 31, 1912. His 
record showed considerable absenteeism and very little tardi- 
ness. This was the only record of a MEYER LANSKY. The only 
other record of a "LANSKY" attending the sohool was for a 
JACOB LANSKY, bom February 17, 1904, whose father was MAX, 
and resided at the same addresses listed above for MEYER 
LANSKY. 


- 4 - 
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On March 11, 1958, it was determined from the 
Board of Education that PS o4 was discontinued and that 
their records are now kept at PS 284 located at Osbom and 
Watlcins Streets near Sutter Avenue, Brooklyn. 

On March I8, lQ58. i 

PS 264, 220 Wat kins, Brooklyn, aavised that the old records 
of PS 84 were Just recently moved to his school and are in 
an unorganized manner in cardboard boxes and not available. 
He stated that they would be available for review in about 
a month. 

On March 10, 1958, it was determined at the Board 
of Education that PS 34 was formerly located at Broome and 
Sheriff Streets, New York City, and was closed in I928. 
These records are now kept at PS 4 at 203 Rivington Street, 
New York City, 

On March 11, 1953, the records of PS 34 located 
at PS 4, 203 Rivington Street, New York City, were reviewed 
and reflected that only one MEYER LANSKY attended PS 34 and 
he was bom on August 28, 1902, and his father was named MAX, 
He entered PS 34 on November 23, 1914, attending this school 
until 1917 when he graduated, V/hile here he attended the 
6th, 7th and 8th grades. 

His residences were reflected as 894 Rockaway, 
546 Grand 3rd floor, and 552 Grand 4th floor. 

His records reflect that in the first 8 grades he 
received all A's and B's in his school work. His records 
reflect that he previously attended PS I65 and prior to that 
PS 84 in Brooklyn, having entered the first grade on April 
23, 1911. 

3. Previous Employment 

It had previously been reported that the subject 
in the early 1940»s was employed by Krieg, Spector and 
Citron Company, Hoboken, New Jersey. 
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stated he was ramiiiar wit h the 
Krieg, spector and Citron Company on Monroe Street, 
advised this company dealt in produce and finiits smd" 
always regarded as a clean company. He stated that it was 
never knom, to his knowledge, as the Lansky Pood Corporation, 
Due to rapid expansion, it moved from Hoboken to Jersey City, 
New Jersey, around 1945. They were considered a hard working, 
aggressive and hustling outfit that expanded very fast, 

^'indicated that he had no knowledge of anyone 

muscling in on the business or forcing them to pay protection 
money to operate. He stated that if such v;ere true it would 

h3 likely that he would know aboi 




radvised there was no knovm connection between 
MEYER LANSKY and that company. 

^advised the company was first known as the 
Krieg and Spector Company and then MOSES CITRON joined the 
company as a partner. 




advised SAS ^ 

on March 10, 1958, that the Krieg, Spector and Citron Company 
had been a fruit and produce company on Monroe Street, in 
Hoboken, until around January, 1944, when it expanded to such 
an extent that larger quarters were necessary. Partners in 
the company were BENNY ERIEG, MO SPECTOR and MO CITRON. The 
company was reg^jjde^^s a hard working, aggressive group of 
isijers and injBHjjj^^Dpinion, was not being muscled in on. 
_ Stated if there were any strong-arm tactics or muscling, 
le would likely have known of it. 



radvised that he never knew the company as the 

Lanskv J Pood Corporation and there was no known connection, to 
lowledge, with MEYER LANSKY. 


ft 


all*' 
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When the company moved from Hoboken, it was 
recollection it changed its name to the Universal Food 
poration. 





New 


The records of ir 

checked by SAS 

^on March 11, 195tJ, failed to reflect subject's name 

as an incorporating officer of the following organizations: 
Krieg and Spector, iirhich was incorporated on February 19, 193^; 
Universal Pood Market, which was incorporated on October 1, 193^; 
Krieg, Spector and Citron Realty Company, which was incorporated 
on May 5, 1938. 



The company was originally known as Krieg and Spector, 
then Krieg, Spector and Citron and now is the Universal Food 
Market, Incorporated. 



advised for a period of several months, around 
1941, subject leased a store. at 595 Broad Street, Newark, New 
Jersey, but was unsuccessful in the operation of the store j 
whereupon, the month to month tenancy was terminated, 

MHHIMHIipiHpBpSBS daughter, 
named ANN^^^^^W^RiDjectand the marriage later ended in 
divorce. JjBHjjjj^advised tv/o boys and one girl resulted from the 
marriage^^uwie was unable to furnish any current information 
concerning ANNA LANSKY, nee CITRON, and her children. 



should have 

of ANNA LANSKY, nee CITRON, and her children. 

KHmm advised his association with subject was very 
limited and except for the short time lease previously mentioned, 
subject was never an officer or invested any money in the company. 
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It was previously reported that subject's purrent 
wife, THELMA TEDDY SCffi'/ARTZ was to have married the subject 
in June, 19^9, and prior to her marriage was employed as a 
manicurist at the Embassy Hotel. 


^^Bv 



the Hotel Embassy, 154 West 70th Street, w*wr^, 
advised that there is no barber shop located in this hotel, 
and to her knowledge, there has never been any manicurist 
employed in the hotel or a barb er shop or beauty salon 
ad.iacent .to it_ for many_years. 



that she 


HSLMA TEDDY SCHl/ARTZ. 


She suggested that it was possible that the person 

may have been employed at the Hotel Ambassador located on 
Park Avenue near 50th Street, and at times is confused with 
the Hotel Embassy. 
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a manilcurist by the name 

TEDDY SCMARTZ as ever belli,?; employed there. 



years 

no record for THELMA SCHI-/ARTZ. 


hie 

, and could locate 


On March 7^ 195B^ S''^flHHBIHHIVc^®<^^®^ 

marriage records of New York City for a license of the 
subject and TlffiLMA TEDDY SCffi^ARTZ for June, 1949. He reported 
he was unable to locate any such record. 


On March 17, 1938, 3A|||BBr marriage 
license records for BrookljTi for their marriage in June, 
1949, with negative results. 


bK 


.... -ri^0^fm,mm^^m^^ 

>Jication|tfor^:P,assport:lDh^J.ij^ 


tembili 


On March 20, 1938, SAflBBP checked the birth 

records for New York City and reported he was unable to 
locate any record of THELMA SHSSR SCHl^ARTZ or THEI^IA SHEER 
having been bom on November 18, 1907. 

On March 19, 1933, SA flHHPchecked the marriage 
records of New York City and reporcedhe could find no marriage 
record of a THELMA SHEER SCH;^ARTZ and the subject having been 
married on December 16, 1948. 




V- ". - 

m 


■..■;jr>,-'.v' 


Mil 
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advised on March 12, 1958, that 
the subject was married to THEIivIA SCMARTZ somewhere in 
Florida and not New York City. She advised, however, that 
SCHl/ARTZ was a New York girl. 



It was previously reported that the subject was 
married to Mrs, ANNA CITRON, 


On March 10, 1958, SA 

the records of the Marriage License Bureau 
and reported the following information: 



checked 
or Brooklyn, 


Application #6697-29 was issued to IffiYER LANSKY, 
white male, age 26, and ANNIE CITRON, white female, age lb. 
LANSKY* S parents were MAX, bom in Russia, and YETTA, bom 
in Russia, and his residence as 6 Columbia Street, and he 
w?^s in the auto rental business. 


.Ah 



- 12 - 
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CITRON'S parents v;ere MOSES, bom in Russia, and 
SELMA, born in Russia, and they resided at I56 South 9th 
Street. The certificate reflected it was the first marriage 
for both, and they were married on May 9, 1929 before Rabbi 
ISAAC EPSTEIN. ^ 


CDNtrfNTIAC 
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The Miami Division acivised on April 9, 1958, that 
the subject continues to reside at the Tuscany Motel, 38OO 
South Ocean Drive, Hollyv/ood, Florida. 

Subject also maintains Post Office Box IO36 In 
Holli^wood, Florida. 



(a) Previous Residences 


The subject's school records reflect that he had 
resided at the following addresses and at the appro:d.mate 
times indicated: 

546 Grand Street 
3rd floor 
New York City 
1914 - 1917 


14 ^ 
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552 Grand Street 
4th floor 
New York City 
period unknown 

894 Roclcaway (probably Brooklyn) 
1912 - 1914 


33 Chester Street 

appears to be prior to 1912 



hattanj for a verification of death around 1940 of subject's 
father. He reported that certificate jf422 for I939 reflects 
that one MX LANSKY died on April 9, 1939, in Florida, at 

bii^i age of 59. A transit pemiit, number 422-39, reflects 


that he died in Miami, Florida, of a coronary thrombosis, and 
was interred at Mt. Carniel Cemetery, presumably New York, on 
April 11, 1939. 
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Dade County, Florida Removal Permit #131 shows 
that MAX LANSKY, age 59* white liiale, died on April 9* 1939 
at Miami Beach of a coronary thrombosis. The funeral 
director was RUSSELL A. NICELEY or NICELEZ of Miami Beach, 




J - 
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advised that such was the situation with 

all of those who had been arreste<^^thetiine LANSKY had been 
arrested. On February 3, 1938> fHHHHHjjh^a-s recontacted to 
determine if he had located his cop^o^tne presentence inves- 
tigation conducted by him on the subject. He advised that after 
a check of his files he determined that he did not have a copy 
of this investigation. 

He advised, however, that he felt certain that Judge 
HAGERTY would have a copy of the presentence investigation. 

Investigation by the Biiffa?,© Division revealed that 

Judge LSQ .7 . HarrWRTV rp.qlgned as a ■Snm-'r'Tnt:; Cou rt. Ju stice i n 



Justice, 
advised 


^ 


i'ebx'uary iio, i^^a, that he does 
le presentence report concerning LANSKY, 

and no other type of record concerning tha matter. He does 
not recall having kept a copy of the presentence report - it 
vras the practice for the Probation Officer to furnish the 
Judge a report, then after the sentencing the Judge returned 
such reports to the Probation Officer for his files. 



believes he sentenced LOUIS (DOC) PARONE the same date* He 
believes they were charged i^ith gambling, and possibly con- 
sniracv. in connection with their activity at Arrowhead, New York. 



- 24 - 
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"Cuba to Bar Lansky" , The article d^ifeelined Havana,-. 
February 20, stated that according to Interior Minister 
SANTIAGO REY, i^EYER LANSiCY v;ill not be readmitted to 
Cuba because of the recent charges placed against him in 
the United States. KEY indicated that Cuba will take steps 
to prevent the entrance of persons wanted by other countries 
for criminal activities. 


The '•Now York Mirror', final edition, issue 
of February 22, 1958* on page 5, carried an article captioned 
"V/anta Go B?.ck; Lansk:^" . The article stated that MEYER 
LANSICY, bar./ed from Cuba by that GoverraKent as an undesirable, 
had stated yesterday that he wants to go back. "'No comment' 
was his first reaction to questions about the announcement 
of Interior Minister Santiago Rey at Havana. Then he 
said he'd like to return because of his gambling interests 
'did the nev7s surprise you?' He was asked, 'ther-e are lots 
of things in this v/orld that surprise me', he replied 
unif ormatively" . 
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It is noted that from subject's photographs which 
were taken by the press In York City during February, 1958* 
copies obtained by the New York OiTice, the subject is 
wearing built up heels on his shoes. 


I. MISCELLAN30US 


bit 


On February 27, 195Q> SA^^BHHHHHIf at 

the Hall of Records, 31 Chambers Street, New York City, reviewed 

tax liens for the years 1928-February 13* 1958. The 
following tax lien was located for the subject: 

FI.O63 ims filed against KSYSR LANSKY of 1146 Harrison 
Street, Hollywood, Florida on September 1, 1953. This was for 
Inoome and includes inserts and penalties as follows: 


1944 
1945 
194(5 
1947 
'fo"cal 


$ 15,662.74 
187, 756c 70 
9,478.26 
_15i_923.Jl 





4-750 (2-7-79) 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 


-FEOERALBUJIEAUMOF INVESTiGATIOH 
FOlPA DELETED PAGU^roflMAlTON SHEE^ 


1 

J. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of tiie following statements, viiere 


indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deleted under exemption(s) ^ ^ ^ with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

O Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Document{s) originating with the following government agency(ie8) 


. , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for ihe following reason(s): 


O FfX your infonnation: 


^ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
K DELETED PAGE(S) X 
%m DUPLICATION FEE $ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX5K 


FBI/DOJ 



Tno Joint Legislative Watchdog Coiranittee 
Nev/ York City 


The "New York Herald Tribuna", late city edition, 
February 13, 1958, carried an article captioned "Call Lansky 
For Quiz at Apalachin," The article stated that on the 
previous day he had been ' served with a summons to appear before 

Tr-^"-+. T«2"lslative Watchdog CoiTrnD'-ttee, v;hich is investigation 
the November Gangland meeting at Apalachin, Nev; York, 



67D 


LANSKY' s appearance before the Committee for a v;eek and a 
tentative date was fiet for Friday, February 2o, 1958. 



eb/bwp 




m. 


m 
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ru?iderstarAu3 there is 

a record m rne i?ederal Bureau of Hax-cotlcs, Now York City, 
iti<3icating that MEIER LAtJSKY h.£.<i at ea-ce UKkno:vn time been 
a user of narcotics. 

s-dv-ised that LMSKi'^a hearing 
before thla Gonaaitt&e h~s.A bean postpoTiccl indefir.it sly becsuse 
LAIfSKY^a attoiT.5y, hm^IER BOLP'.KfjTJ , v/as still engaged in the 
trial of a .^lar'notios case in the Southern District of 
New Yoi'k, 


1^ 


were contacted during the 

irivestigativa period cono&riiir.g the B'abject and his activities 
with negative i-esults. 


In viCT* of subject's background and former arrest 
for homicide, he should be considered dangerous. 

- P - 


1^ 


- 59 ^ 
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OFFICE mm(ixmm 



;.?;-:5re 

fa 


TO 

FROM 
SUBJECT 


Eni 

report of SA 

and two copies o, 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


UNITED S^rES GOVERNMENT 

V958 


DIRECTOR, FBI (92-2831) DSTE: J)^pR 



SAC, NEV/ YOm^ 

CP 

MEYER LMISlCir, was 
Aim-RACKETEERINQ 



6 / 


for the Bur eau are three copies of NY 

^elated and captioned as above, 
le report for Boston, Miami and Seattle. 



t>1C 



(|l-Bureau f 92- 2331 ) C ^<^/ • 3 ) 

i_-Z.v-otcn \92- 


114) (f^<,2) 
2-Miaml (92-102) (t'u^L. a) 


2-Seattle (92-79) Cty^^L 
4- New Yorl^ (92-660) 



meb 

) 


(' 


195B 


litC- 3J 


6ZI-TQ 



«2 APR 30 1958 



4-750(2-7-79) ^ 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OFJHVESTIGATIOM 
FOiPA DELETED PAGE INFOmAtTON SHEET 


J 

^ .. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file.. One or more of the following statements, vdiere 
indicated, e}q>lain this deletion. 

JS^ Deleted under exemptionCs) with no BegregaWe 

material available for release to you. 

Z3 Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you at the subject of your request 

ED Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ DocumentCs) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s} referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with tiiem. You will 


be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ For your infonnation: 


^ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

- - _ K DELETED PAGE{S) K 

• ^ k NO DUPLICATION FEE y 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


FBI/OOJ 


NY 92-660 


LEADS 

BOSTON 


MIAMI 


At Miami J Florida 

V/ill check marriage license records for Miami and 
surrounding suburbs for any record of subject's marriage to 
THELMA SHEER SCHWARTZ on 12/16/48. Will obtain all pertinent 
background therefrom on both bride and groom. 

Will locate and check records at the Hotel Embassy 
in Miami and attempt to locate the previous employment 
of subject's current wife. 

Will check both hotel and any barber shop or beauty 
salon located in area adjacent to the hotel. 

If above negative will check the same records of 
other Hotel Embassys located In surrounding suburbs of Miami. 

\ Miami 
e 

is wife was a 


Will a 

check the flights from there to wew 
of February 13, 1958 and determine 
passenger. If negative will check 
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Miami is requested to keep a:)pri5ed of subject's 
travel betvjeen New York, Cutia and Florida and to report 
the period of times, dates, inclusive, that the subject is 
knoim to be at each, 

Miami will notify NY as soon as there are indications 
that the subject ma^b^^avln^for New York so NY ifill be 
a. position ^ <flHHHHHBil^ 3.f f ord, sub. 
This is very iinportant^ 



-7- 
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Will check with the Funeral Director RUSSELL A. 
NICELEZ or NICELEY, Miami Beach and determine if the mx 
LANSKY who died in Florida on 4^/39 is subject's father. 
Will determine who paid for the services rendered. 

Will fumifsh physical description and photograph 
if available of subject's vtlfe to M, 


This lead was previously set forth in M alrtel 
to Miami 3/10/58. 


NY 92-660 



At Brooklyn, New York 

V/111 at PS 284, 220 WatltLns Street, review subject's 
school record while attending PS 84, 



At Queens, New York 

V/ill at Mt, Carmel Cemetery reviev; records for 
MAX LANSKY, who died in Florida on 4/9/39 and determine 
if Identical to subject's father. 

At New York, New York 
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Will make inquiries at the following places where 
subject was observed to visit during February, 1958, in 
an effort to determine subject's reasons for going there 
and person contacted. 


Hoffritz Cutlery Store 
New York City 

A. Sulka and Company 
405 Park Avenue 
New York City 

260 Madison Avenue 
16th Floor 
Nev; York City 

30 East 60th Street 
New York City 

17^0 Broadway 
New York City 


-11- 
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•5 


••riiZr'y-'- 


5^ 


261 Broad^7ay 
New York City 

Will 

NYC on 3/1/58 

was also on the same i 



verify 
^nine if 


subject's 
subject's 


leaving 
vjife 


1> 


Will check the records of the US Narcotics Bureau 
for information the subject was a former user of narcotics. 

Will make arrangements through the Internal Revenue 
Service "Inspection Service" to detemilne results of subject's 
tax lien filed in 1952 and dismissed in 1956 determining 
amounts paid. 

Will contact the Joint Legislative V/atchdog Committee 
and determine if and when subject is to appear. 

RE FERENCE New York report of SAflHHHHB 2/27/58 iC 

Legat letter to Bureau, 3/0 and 12/58 ^ 

New York letters to Bureau 3A IO/5S. 


M 


•12- 


J 

— - — ,f - ■ _ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFJ^^riCE 

FEDERAL BUBEATJ OF INVESTIGATION 
OFFICE >iEMORA^IDUM. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


In JRqSBOPW l^er to DIRECTOR, FBI 
Fife Wo. 


FROM 


SAC, NEW YORK 




47C 


DATE: 5/5/58 


ReNYlet to Bureau 3/20/58, 

On 11/22/55 » AUSA ROBERT J. WARD advised ■'^a 

, ^ that as a resiilt of the decision of the US ■-8i;p>reinie Court 

i in US vs. PRANK COSTELLO, the Depertraent has issued l-nstructions 
■ to dismiss as promptly as possible all actions affected by the 
, decision. 



fc7C 


NOT EEOORDEI 

155MAY 6i!9§i 


l\ - 

7 0 m 12 1358^^5^?^ 


AIL INFORMATiGirCDriTrtlnED-^ - . . 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 


UNr^EB STATESJDEPARTMENT OF Jt^TIGE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




In Reply, Please R^er to 
F^leNo. 


m 100-1158 


Mr. Ward advised that air.on 
tl on proceedings against 


the cases so affected are dei 



V/AHD advised that in the COSTELLO case, the Supreme 
Covirt held that since an affidavit of good cause was not filed 
when the action was instituted, there was a jurisdictional defect 
and the action waa fatally defective. 

WARD stated that in corapliance \i th the departmental 
instructions to disinisa the actions as promptly as possible, 
stipixlations of dismissal have been sent to all opponents, 

VJARD further stated that the service files of the 
cases involved were being returned to the Department for review 
and that the cases would be held open, pending instructions from 
the Department as to any future actione 

fibove, the KIO is placing the case of 
in a pending inactive status. 



.2- 


May 14, 1958 



Director, FBI 


0 


MEYER LANSKT, Was* 
AR 



^4- fe3 


Any informatUm cciotalned in your files regarding stAje^^ 
indicating a possible sooree of fncoxce not shown in tibe attached 
returns shotdd be famished to Internal Revenue Service on a local 
levdl* The Bureau should Iw advised oC this disseminatlaa according 
to existing instructions under the Top Hoodlum Program* 


Enclosures (4^ 



4 

14 


I 


\ 



Stt«MY IS 1158 


Tolson 

tBoardman 

fBelmont 

Mohr 

Nease 

' Persons _ 

Taram . 


— AUiUb 4 — 
MAY 14 1958 

CQMM*ai 


1 ic iier-^ ^ 

Clayton 
Tele. Room 

HOiioman 

Gandy 


.IPS' 13 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAIivEO 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFiED 


MAIL ROOM 


FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



Transmit the following in 
Via 


CONFlDENTfAD ^ ' 0:; 

^ Date: 6/2/58 

AIRTEL ' • " 

(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL • ^^r-/^ ; - • 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
PROM:^SAC, MIAMI (92-102) 

XANSKy, was. : - ■ ■ 


Q) - Biireau (AM) 
2 - New York (92-660) (AM) ; 
" Miami ■ ■ 


1,1 


FIELD OFFICES K 



KHISIS IS 'jrCI'-SSIFilD EXCEFI 


7S^ 


I 
« 

-I 
I 

.L. 





£X-102 : • z JUN 3 1958 


Classified by S^j^^S!^ 


Approved: 


7 7 ju.n2l9Sff 



CCNBDENIIAK 



Sent 


:M Per 


gent in Charge 
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0 

Date: 6/14/58 


Transmit the following in . 

AIRTEL 


PfeAIN TEXT 


Via 


(Type in plain text or code} 

AIRMAIL 


fPHority or Method ofUaUiBg) 


i 


. ^_ . : ; J 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI ;i 

(ATTENTION IDENTIPICA^rON DIVISION) 

FROM : SAC, g:w YORK (92-660) 

SUBJECT: 'MEYER LANSKY, was. 
AR 

Please furnish current copy of subject's 
Identification Record under PBI number 791783 and 
NYCPD number B70258, ^ « *u 



?5 


Please expedite and submit by airtel as It can 
reach NY to be used in summary report, 

POWERS 

iy - Bureau 

- (1- Attention, Identification W. vision) 
1 • New York (92-660) . a y 




, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

■/^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Approved: 



Sent 


Specidl Agent in Charge 


-M Per 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTrGAtlON 


NEW YORK 't" 


0 f r t a • «f om |»ft^iL 

J^EW YOBK - 


.MEYER LAl^SKY^'was. /Meyer Th^lip? 
Bog^ pugsy Meyer^ Tiie Bug, Littie 

tr'-^^"'^4 Meyer Suchowltanslcy^ JohnS'^^gsT 

. ' ?4 Meyer Suchowlansky 


mfc 



. r/Ki^i^A"^^^ ind 8/28/02, 





^ — ^ — . Subject 'connected l 

u ... associated with ^ther hoodlums in 1920 's 
which he continued until present. Oubject currently interested 
in gambling casinos in Havana/ Cub^^l^SubJect sSfeL fj^m 
stomach ulxser. Identification ^edord and physical description 
flS.frS;«' IN VIEW OF SUBJ ECT'S BACKGROUND iMn lapSg^"^^,^^^^" 
ARREST FOR HUMIOIDE. HE SriOU t^ HE 00NSID&^1)ANgSs. J^ ^:.. A , 


AJTD ?IELD OFFICES ' 
P : ADVISED BY R0,U£IKQ" 



C«yl«« a«d«t 


^"^ {J}- Bureau (92-2831 V. "^'^v-'t ^r^J I 


4"- IJew Yoi-k (92-6&0) ^^■'^.^1 


B5SV^ '^'^BDEt. 







if !. 


■. ■-. .■ 1 ..■.r"s..v.,.-, . 




Classified by UiM^JOMS 


«*0 « 20638 
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■TABLE ^QP, CCaiTENTS- ^.lv..:^.#:^':!^y;i.^ ^'M^^^^^ 

PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKC^UN . . ^ 

Birth' and Citizenship . Vi"A7;t,VVii 'i,^ 


■ 2 


: 1. 

2. Education 


>.-5. 


■ .-^ ;;a>-'- , Previous ;En5>i65lAent;;v'iVv.i^^^4^^^^^ 
J ; ^.•..i" (Residence ■• •..«.•'•.'•■»■ * »,» • * .* * « « iwi*,*:!*-* • * 

a. Previous residence 

3* ' ' .Marital Stiatus *•««.•>•» * • 


, .,jav_,- Previous !torria^ ;.>;^vw>:. 



B. 

>j. 
■ E. 
P. 


CRIMINAL BECORD • » »i.. .>> I • . ii i. i> . » » . 

* ASSOCIAT ES • • • • 1 • • • • • * • • '• 

'^fxii'! jjNfiij ' ACTI^'PCTY • • • • »'» • • • . •'.• » • •'»■'•',• • < • 
^ LBGITIMAa?E ^.E^fTiERPRIiSES^ ^^^P^^^'^^-iWM&W^^] 
PLAGES OP AMUSEMEI^T AND HANGOUTS FREQUENTED . . 


- 6- 
7 

: 8 ; 
9 ^ 

'■ -: J-= --- 

15 


-la- 


•J 


# 


m 


lift ■ 


ft 


^^i'ris^i^^;^.^??-' ^ ^ ■ ..^r-^Si ...Page 


'^'^'■ 


H. 
I, 
J. 


.c TRAVEL v.»'* • #.»:» .» vy/*.y-^ >';••' 


personal: HABITS AND HEAMH . VvVVv. A .'rvV^^V- • • 


■It;. 


MIS CKT iT ANBOUS ' u » •> » • • • • .♦ *. • • • •■ 


PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION . , 


... 


1^1 


/i .-4 


- lb - 
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1, iBlrth and Citizenship . v-'^:-7r/f 

' ? . MNSKY was boin on July 4, i l90i2, a^^ Grodnd,:: : 

Poland, according to the files of 'the^IimnigratlDn 

tion Service and arrived in the United States on April . 4, 1911. ". :■. 
He was naturalized .on September 27, 1928, .;lri the Eastern District 
of New York, and is presently a United ;StateB citizen although . j 
the United States Attorney for ]the SoutheiTn'^Dlstrict of New York, 
is-: still attempting td^deport him/-^UA-*' ''^ ■ItjiV/vl? . ' ' 

\" It is noted that the school records "for the subject , ■ : 
set forth in detail later in this report, I reflect his birth^^^'i 
date :as.:.August .:26,:'1902>.i::;:;:.::<>^'" -:' • -;;'ii;:i;i;''r:v4;r,'-.^ " 

The New York "Journal American" 7th Sports Edition, 
issue of February 21, 1958, on page ,1, carried an . article , 
captioned, "Gambler Paces Ouster to Poland." Th^, article reflect- . ' 
ed that the Immigration and Naturalization Service .was preparing 
depoj?tation proceedings agaiinst the subJecVivi-it -ai 'stated .that ' ■ v 
the 'immigration officers; had compiled a' file .on LANSKY's backgroiind, 
gambling activities,, and uassodiation with leadin||^^;racke ■ 

2. Education . . . / . J ■ V' ;^ J '-^ • ' 

The subject was examined under oath on December 10,? 
1953* in the United States Attorney's Office, Southern District 
of New York, New York City, by Assistant United States Atjromey 
(AUSA) ROBERT W. . SWEET, in the presen&e of MOSES POLAKOPP, Attorney 
for the, subject. Hereafter in this report, inforroation attributed 
to this examinatiohiV will be referred to as the examination by 
AUSA,. SWEET in 1953. ■ '•V'^5^>4'^-5" -MHi't ''^ : S'^^- ^' ' ■. 

' '■ :f,^ t^^ subject stated that he 

graduiated from Public School, 3.4 in the lower East side of Manhattan 
in 1916 6r^l917v^v He attended. :^his: schools un^ 
^^EYER LANSKY. • ■ .- • . 


- 2 - 
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On March I8, 1953, the records of Public School 165 
at 76 Lott Avenue , Brooklyn, New York, of former students , 
were checked and reflected that a MEYER IJ^SKY, ^born on^:^^ - . , :,, 
August 28, 1902, whose father was MAX, entered PS l65.on March -, . ,v . 
1, 1912. and attended until -June, 30, 1914, when he was transferred >6 
to PS 34, Manhattan. The record reflect-s that his grades were ' 
all A-^s with' the exception of ,2 b' s, ^w^=/;r-:'.;.; v £^ 

On March 11, 1958, the records of PS Z'k ideated at . 
.PS 4,' 203 Rlvington Street, New York City, were reviewed and. 
reflected that only : one MEYER LANSKY attended;, PS 34 arid he : 
.was born on" August 28, 1902,; arid his- father waB' nanied MAX. He 1' 
.'.entered PS 34. on November 23, 1914, ..attending this school until 
1917 iihen h^ ■ graduated, • ; Vmile .hfere^^^^^ attended the. jSt'h, 7. 
.jand 8th, grades.,;;:;; V - .j^^i:::'^^ 

' 3. ' ^Employm^Tlt^ - -■■ -^ir^^v-v.v s.r.^.r,... 



. - a. Previous Eng)loyment '%0- ■ ' ' ^- 

Previous investigation has Indicated that at one time 
or another the subject has previously been employed or connected 
.v;lth th€; following concerns: : - '. ^'i - v -'^V 

. ' J .■ V ■ ■ Emby Distributing Company^;. -v'ij::;^-^^ >'v?:;ui , ' " 

v v . '^ V:;/: later ;known as Maniiattah siraplix ^■':::'y:^^y':Ji-^- i;:'' ^''; -.r- 'i':. 
' " ; X . V :,t)istribut irigvCompanyy Incorpdr^ • ; ; 

-v., ;■- / distributors of Wurlitzer: automatic'- p& - 

■ 525:;West 43rd::street 'r-^ ■ 

: : : . :VNew , Yoi^ City, ..NeW^CYo^c 


w . 


>2 
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Krieg,- Spectpj* and Citron' ^ - v' - ' 

now knom as Universal Food Corporation , 
8 Concourse East / ^> ^ 

Jersey City, New Jersey 

Dodge Park Kenel Club 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

4. Residence 

The Miami Division advised on April 9 ^ 1958, that 
the subject continues , to reside at. ;the,.Tuscar^ . Motel j ,3^P0 .t.> , .,, 
South Ocean 'I5rlve^' Jiollyvjoodi/ Florida J:;^ • .^^t^-: ■ ■ ' ■ ' ■^'^ ' 


: ■;. ' • ■■ 'Subject - also joaintalns'. Pos't ^ Office Box^lOSS' in'^: •^ ^ ■ 



a. ■ Previous Residehoie • .V 


;. ; Inyest'igatiion cpnduc$:^d ha^ indicated that ' the ' '^ 

■ subject at some previous time has resided at the. .f bllowlEg 
. addresses: : - • : , . ' . 

; 1146 Harrison Street \ 

; •' Hollywood, Florida , 

I : : / 745 Hollywood BDulevard V 

/■r^i,-'.,: Hollywood, .Florida \'- Hi'- ■ ■ - 

•--.tH" v J East, '36th Str&fe;i4f ;^^V "K: 4?- . 

. -H.: - -r'penthouse v.;^> ■ /-v, -.1 :,v:r ; 

.; ' :;'iiew"yoi?k City j-^"^'^^ -'/.il^ ™- ; • ^: 

^-Csr^Q ^^ceht^:'al Park ''Soiitfi^^'^^'^-^ ' 
Apartment .14-0. 
New York City 


4 - 
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211 Central P&rk West 

Apartment I9J 

New York Citsr'/. , : " 

J, - -■ — * ' 

411 West End Avenue 
New ^ork City ' « 

100 Beacon street . 
^ston, Massachusetts v- 

9gth street and Broadway 
Northeast corner. 
New York City 


268 Buffalo Avenue \i 
New YorK .City •■. . • > 
(Probably. Brooklyn, New York) 

127 South Third Street ; 
Brooklyn, New York 

6 Columbia Street 

New York City : ': 

i\82 Grand Street , - - 

New York Ci.ty 

546 Grand Street - • * 
3rd floor : . . ■ ■ ^ - ' 

New York City-'; : . \v 


5. Marital Status 


June 10', 19%> stated tte t >^?'was"mari'iea to^TH&iA^HBER 
SGHUARTZ on December l6,> 1948, and thatrsshfe was born "in-^^cNew^^ 
York City on NoT^emofer 18, .190?. 

Efforts to verify this marriage through marriage 
license records in New York City and Brooklyn vjere met with 
negative results. ' i , * . 



§m 




I-IAX LAHSKY, Father 

' On March 7, 1958,_SA 



hecked the 


- 6 
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records of the Bureau of yital Statistics, Borough of Manhattan, 
for a verification of death arouhd 19^'<5f subject -s father. . / 
He reported that certificate #422; for 1939' Reflects that one? 
MAX LANSKY died on April 9, 1939, in Florida, at; the age of ^ " 
59. A transit permit, number 422-39, .reflects that he died 
in Miami, ' Florida, of a coronaiy thrombosis, and was interred v 
at Mb. Carmel Cemetery, presuraably New York, on April 11,: 
a939.'\- . ■ •■ : v\.:.M:y- -^:-- f ■■ : '■■ S. : ■■ 


4-750 (2-7-79) 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 


— FEDERAL BUREAU OF iNVESTiGATiON 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, vbexe 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


>^ Deleted under exemption(8) A. bl C 


with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 
O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the titie only. 
□ DocumentCs) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


, was/were fomaided to them for direct response to you. 


Page{s) referred for consultation to the following government agencydes); 


as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon return of tiie material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


CH For your information: 


^ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

K DELETED PAGE(S) X 

■ - X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

JJxjgJx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxx 


.#3 


NY 92-660 



C. - ASSOCIATES 


Vlhen the subject was examined in 1953 by AUSA SWEET, 
he identified the following as then being friends or close 
associates: , * 

BUGSf SIEGEL 
JOE ADONIS ^ 
FRANK ERICSON " 
FRANK COSTELLO 

LONGIE ZWILLMAN - , - + - , ^ , 

He further stated that he had seen the following men 
within the last two years (1952 arid 1953) but stated that he 
had no. "dealings ^ with , them in ; the past two yearjs: v 

MUNK COSTELLO ' " ' " 

JOE ADONIS 

... .FRANK ERICSON • .. 

■ LONGIE zwiiiMAN;. ■ V -Z^' ■ J 

V ':r v BUGSY SIEGEL, ; bef Ore fils ''death;, -was repiited^ to be^' '-■^^y' 
a well -known, hoodlum in the . New.' .York ^irea. as well as ; on the . : .' . 
■West coast.of/^the United -States A'v. :\ h '.'^y.::i^:''':% 
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. .. „,0n October .. 12 J 1950, ...LANSKy appeared before t^he Senate 
Criffie Inve'stigatidn .Subcomii;tee;' accompanied- by .>iis cbaiisel; 
MOSES POLAKOFF.. He /^cjmitted- associating with FRANK CQSTELLO, 
ZZZ AIX)NIS and FMM ERIOSON, but refused to elaborate an this: 
association. . . He radmitted travelling to .Italy- in 1949, but . '. : 
refused to adniit.whethe?;?^^^ 
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E. -iJEGITIMATE ENTERPRISES 


Over the past 15 years > the subject has had some kind 

of Interest in the following businesses, many of which are not .. 
now in existence or have not. been in escistence. for. a number of 
■■/years:. '■ • r-r'"" 


Thunderblrd Hotei.> ; • 
Las "Vegas ^ Nevada; 


• Colonial-" lim ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ - v^^: 
Broward County, Florida 


8J 7 


■ .Green- Acres -Club- -V- ,-- --'-1 ■:-';:^>'-w^,...--= 
Broward County, Florida J^o-l v-^. 

. ; La ■Boheme:-Cltib ; - ~'^M?r^- rvv^/;?.'./rV":^-' -^'c'T 

" : ■ F» '' PLACES OF "imUSkyiENT ' AND hangouts" FREgUEN'feD " 

The subject/ in the pastj has, been known to frequent 

the following places: . 

Hotel Nacionai" -■ • 
Havana,.. Cuba - • V";;: '-j 7!;''" O.'- 


•Casino ihternationai 
;Haya,ha, Ciibaf -f- . ' > 

Montmarte ' Night -"01 ub . 
Havana, Cuba, - : .r '■■•/■^/^ 

Maxims Restaurant 
Surfs ide, Florida 

Post and^ Paddock Room 
Bay Harbor Hotel ~ 
Miami, Florida 
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fuscariy' Motel ,^ ^ " ■ - - . 

" ^® &s been imp^mi.to 1^ 

fs^;.., • • ■■ all in 'New York City: - / : • 


ili . -. : ■ Din ty Moore Vs. Restaurant ' ^. 

mm'' 216 West 46th Street^^n>^rN?^".=: ■t^v:^\ \^ 


Billy Gwon'-s Chinese 'Restaurant 
,128 West S^nd Street f^v --^^^ -^iJi;^:-^ 


01a Timers li^staiiirant'-S"..'' 

East ; Moth 'Street '^-ff'"^': ' -'^'^P'-} 

Foinim Restaurant ^' V'^X^^r'^.'tv^;.*;^^ 
^57 West - 48th- Stre'et^; r^-^:^< 

Stouffer's Restaurant 
•-■666, Fifth Avenue .-;-v - -- .oi-: 


Italian PaVilian Restaurant : 

-■v-r." ■.•■-^^"■/"."v;^,, -24 :¥est '.55th;^tr(set-- ; : ;vv':^ "ln„ 

■ '. ' Savoy El'aza. Hotel. fermirial/.3arber"shop"' 

v •' ■ \ • Fifth Avenue and- 58th s;treet::i ■ " 

'^j Hotel Savoy Plaza ' ' 

^^m- ' St. Moritz Hotels 

- ■ - , 50 Central. ^Park South . 


Fifth Avenue and 58th Street 


.■>;yvjv;v'- Residence of 'GEORGE WOOIS • U^?^;"' : v'/v:'* ■ - • • < ; " ' ■ 
^-'^^ 4p,<3entral Park -South' ;,.^f -;v^'-^s^ . . 

. . Office- of subject's' attorney ^'^^^ ■ 
. MOSES POLAKOFF- . • v ..n'^...: ■;,:-r':,>s-^; ^-::> / 

. - . : ^. •.4*^5 Pif tii=-i^Vemie ^^^^^^^-^^ :-:v^ . 

G. TRAVEL 

^ The subject, in 19^9* v/ent abroad to Europe with his 
second vjife on a wedding trip.^ They left_ Hex York City on 
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June • 28, 1949. and arrlv^ed back in the United .States -the' ^^^^^^ : . 

' ' v' The-su^ 
betvfeen Havam, Cuba, Miami, Florida, area, - Las Vegas Nevada^ • 
and New York City area. . The subject usually V.flys by Eastern .■' . 
Airlines; However, . he has been known to fly on at least one 
occasion by Northeas); Airlines, ^ v ■■ ;--':J:?>:fr-A^^^^^^ 

.:■ " ' . .;. H;; . PERSONAL HABITS' AND HEALTH V^^j^^^W^^ . . 

MNSKY is reportedly a good .family 
friendly with his ex -wife _jaiid closely associates Viithhisv brother,' 
JAKE LANSICY, . in Florida. --ICHe' is %eyer. $ with women othep^- V . . 
than his , wife or ' close 'relatives - and frequents night ; spots^. oiTbLy. 
.in. the Havana, :Cuba, , and Miami, Florida, areas r :.j 

The subject, in the past year or so, has been troubled 
with a duodinal ulcer. He was hospitalized for this at Mt. Sinai 
Hospita;L in New , YOrk , City ,in, .December, 1957., ,., , ...... 

' -^-..:v;;:i i;-miscellaneous' - . / 



On FelDruary 27, 1938, SA J|H|HBHW at the- 
Hall;;Of Records, 31 Chambers Street, New York City> reviewed tax 
liens for the years 1920 "-. February 13; -19^ 
tax lien was located, for the subjject^: : 

FIO63 was filed against MEYER LANSKy' of 1146 Harrison 
Sti'eet, Hollywood, Florida, on September 1,. 1953. This was for 
income and includes aafcerEBfe® and penalties, as follows: . 

- : . ::1944- 66 

_i9i^5 ^y' - 

- ■ V:.;; ^ ■;.1946'- ••i^^i^ .- r c'9,:478.26 

^1 a:>* ; ,:J2!his t^x>li^ :M.led -by;' the;. Upper. Manhattan District 

of the Internal Revenue Service and was discharged on March 6, 
1956. 
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j\ PHYSICAL DESCRIPT3X)N , £ 

. ^ ; — - ^ 

The following is a physical . description of the subject^ 
obtained from Investigation 


Name 
Aliases 


(J '"*~>- fi-iT- i- 


Sex 
Race 
.._EixtiL-dates 

„ Birth place 
'■ Residence 


Meyer The Bug 
ys.. v^Bugsy Meyer: ^:;.'V••■':■<■■■ :• "-.^ 
The Bug L'-'^ ^ '2'- 

A, ■ Little Meyer, I^er Lanslqy.'^^^^^^ 
: • I^eyer La zanskyy Morris' %t^yV;^ 
■ . ' Lieberman, : Bugs Meyei*, ^JV:: ' :-- v 
Meyer Suchowltanslcy, .Johnhjr.'":"^^ 
..Eggs, Meyer SuehowlansJqr.-- . '-r 
Male / ^ _ \. v^-.-"-!; K'rc-.. ' ' 

" ■ -■■ White '^"^ -^ "■' ■ ' " 
July .4,,..l9.{>a_.. 
August .28j ..1902., 

.■Grodito;,-'iPolartd^*-^^ > • 

\ -.1 Tuscany Motel y;^ 38OG Soutiu. ::;l;i■v^■ 
.:•:•■:^:: .; ~ Ooean Drive^ JiQll^QQ^^l^^ 
M., ■ .s;--^" :-\'^\V-:: V' P^lle l2'#20^;,y>:Jy 
■ ■ (.0., . " ••'^t .■ ViBdado Section -^V^. ■ ;•^ ' -:: ■ 

■ •'■••■•'^ti.,;. . HsLvana, . Cu^a>i^::;=^:J:-vW 

Height -.- • "^^.^ 5'4i'' to3^ '-.^r'-T^"^^^ ^ 
Weight "■ 140 pounds V ; 

Build .-. ■. -. - Sinall ^ o ; 

Hair Brown ■ ' 

Eyes .-^ Brown 
Complexion Dark 
PecuJarities and/or 

Characteristics; " "Wears ljuilt up .heels in shoes 
-Occupation .Gambler - executive 

;-Marital "Status ^ Married-,' 
■ImmediEfce Relatives : 

- : Wife THED^IA (TEDDY) SCHWARTZ LANSKY 

;., _S.ons . Lieutenant PAUL LANSKY, USAF 

' ■ * , BENJAMIl^ LANSKY, also known as 

Buddy 
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Mrsi^ ' ESTHER CIIESS; ;nee I^ftHSKY V ; '- ^ tf 
: JAOK lANSKY, a3.so..4cnowr\,%s ^^ak^i;?^ ■ 
y: mx lansky,- -deceased - - /- ^ " 


Daughter:: 

^.".:%:>:l- ■ . ■ . -Brother^l- 

: Father^:- 
.;: ; . Mother ■ -y- 

Social Security # 109-03-8534; 
■ ; •■ FBI # . X":; -V - 7917^3 ;. .::-y^oi;:tV-:>V^^::;-:;' 
.■ New York" City - ■ v-; • ■ ^-f/'-^-^^^^^-' •■: r ■ 
^ ; Pdlce Department #3-76258 . ; ;. • 

IN VIEW OF SUBJECT'S BACKGROUND Aim FORI^ ARREST 
FOR HOMICIDE, ■ HE SHOULD ..BE CONSIDERED DANGEROUS . .. . . , ^ 


....... -...E..-.: 


■ H^i'v ..^...^T- 
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TO 


PROM 



SUBJECT: 



< 


;UNI 

DIRECTOR, FBI (92-2831) 
AC, NEW YORK ( 92-660 ) 

MEYEFi-'LANSKY, was - 

m'^'-' -- r ::%-^ >.r^" 






,'4 


' 1 I 

f *- 



ireau ai*^ 4 copies of the NY 
dated and captioned as 
above and one copy of the same report enclosed for the Miami 
-mAriai.en , 


Enclosed 
suinmary report of S. 


hyjgj^^^l^^ar^jili^Biii 


REFERENCES 



Bureau letter, 5/22/58, captioned, "TOP HOODOT PROGRAM; 
AR." 

Report of SA 
Reports of SA 



12/26/57/ at NY. 
2/27/58 and V28/58, at NY. 


AmiNISTRATIVE 


One copy of the enclosed report is iDeiig furnished to 
the Bureau for the Legal Attache, Havana, Cuba, 

One copy is being furnished to Miami since subject 
resides.in their territory. 


(2}" Bureau (92-2831) (End. 4) 
1 - Miami (92-102) (End . l)(jmfo) 
4 - New York (92-66 ^ 

ALL INFORMATION CCNTAINEP 




HERON IS pNCLftSSlFlEp . 





